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THE MAY SHOW - > ' N 

The Cleveland Museum of Art’s most popular annual exhibition, the "May Show," has 
just ended its 1990 run. Attendance reached 89,662, a high in recent years, and sales totaled 
$77,057. For the next two years, the exhibition’s customary procedures will be changed. 

The "May Show" will be organized as an invitational exhibition in 1991, will be ^mitted 
from the calendar of exhibitions in 1992, and will return in 1993. These changes, announced 
by Evan H. Turner, director of The Cleveland Museum of Art, are related to the Museum’s 
75th anniversary celebrations during 1991 and 1992, and to the expressed interest of many 
artists, as well as of Museum staff and members, in considering new variations on the "May 
Show." 


In its desire to continue the Museum’s enthusiastic commitment to area artists in all 
media by exploring new and stimulating variations on the "May Show" format, the Museum 
has decided to make the 1991 "May Show" an invitational exhibition. The Museum will invite 
about ten artists now living and working in the Western Reserve to show their work. The 
selection of artists and works will proceed during the coming months. 

The ambitious schedule of international loan exhibitions in 1991 and 1992 to mark the 
Museum’s 75th anniversary-many of which will occupy both floors of special exhibition 
galleries-has been organized to fit the schedules of lenders and other venues to which the 
exhibitions will travel. One consequence is a schedule that allows too little time for the usual 
"May Show," and therefore the Museum has decided to wait until 1993 to mount the next 
"May Show." 

These changes offer time, space, and opportunity to the Museum and those interested in 
its "May Show" to explore a number of new patterns, new media, new categories, new ideas- 
and possibly even a new name ("May Show" is a nickname acquired in the 1920s, and not 
entirely accurate, as any chronicle of the exhibition’s history attests)-for this exhibition that 
has for seventy years been not only the most popular in the Museum’s schedule but also one of 
great importance in Cleveland’s artistic life. 

# # # 



